
Rantoul City Schools is a collaborative community of empowered learners that inspires all to grow 
beyond limits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GROW BEYOND! 
November 20, 2020 

Dear RCS Families, 

 

I am writing to inform you of two very difficult decisions that the Board of Education made last night. You may 

view the entire RCS board meeting via the link provided on RCS Facebook page or the RCS website 

(www.rcs137.org). 

 

1. Rest of 2nd Quarter: Continue full remote instruction until the return date of Tues, January 19th.  

2. Third Quarter: Continue with the original Re-Opening Plan to allow LEARN Academy students to have 

the option to return to in-person Blended Academy (hybrid A day/B day model). If you are interested in 

this, please watch for upcoming details regarding the deadline and the process. The deadline will be 

December 18, 2020. 

 

These decisions came after a review of updated C-UPHD and ISBE guidance that recommended full remote 

instruction over the upcoming holiday seasons. In addition, the board updated the district’s metrics to determine 

if/when a classroom or building may need to move to full remote for 14 days, available on our website under the 

COVID tab.  

 

We have been and continue to be steady advocates for in-person learning because it is the strongest format to 

build and foster the child-teacher relationship and the classroom community. We also continue to strongly 

believe that school is the safest place for our students and staff due to the implementation of the protocols in 

place. Our staff worked non-stop throughout the summer preparing our curriculum and ensuring our schools are 

safe for re-opening but also preparing for this possible situation – full remote. While this decision was not easy, 

the recent uptick in cases that have affected our county and more specifically, Rantoul, have directly affected 

our students and staff. As we have stated before, most often the reason we’ve had to close a school was due to 

low staff in-person attendance. 

 

During this temporary school closure, parents will play a vital role in ensuring that children are engaged in 

remote learning to the maximum extent possible. We know this will be challenging for some. 

 

A bit of positive news though. We are thrilled to announce that we are working closely with C-UPHD to provide 

rapid COVID tests for our students and staff upon return to in-person learning. The Rantoul community does not 

have a daily testing site which makes it a challenge for many of our families to have easy access to testing. 

While the rapid test will only be successful under certain situations, at least it is one measure of assurance in 

those situations. We are the only district in the county to have this opportunity. More details will be made 

available closer to January 19th. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding during this difficult time.  We appreciate your flexibility as 

we work through the effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic and its impact on our community.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michelle Ramage 
 

Michelle Ramage, RCS Superintendent 
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Assistant Superintendent 
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Director of Special Education 

 

 

 

Broadmeadow 

Eastlawn 

Northview 

Pleasant Acres 

J.W. Eater 

 

Rantoul City Schools #137 
400 E. Wabash Ave 

Rantoul, IL 61866 
 

Phone: 217-893-5400 
Fax: 217-892-4313 

 

 

 

http://www.rcs137.org/

